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Take

_.Loo_» At What ZOaﬂrmmmwmaﬁ Montana’s

Pioneer Museum Has To Offer You

In Valley County, Montana, a person is still able to find
the fossilized remains of prehistoric creatures, tipi rings,

buffalo jumps and arti-
facts of past Indian cul-
tures in the hills and prai-
rie lands where only a
century ago huge buffalo
herds roamed. Cattle,
sheep and homestead
shacks can still be seen.

Steamboats and forts

once graced the banks of
the Missouri River. Fur traders

buffalo hunters,

woodhawks, and Indian agents have called this “home.”

Small rural towns
conveniently situ-
ated to accommo-
date their benefac-
tors — the farmers
and ranchers —
have prospered to
the present.

Sheepherders
and cowboys still
ply their trades
today. Golden
fields of grain
and vast stretches
of grazing land
inhabit our hills,
prairie lands and
river bottoms.

THE SHEEPMEN - Close

on the heels of the cattle-
men came the sheep ranch-
ers. In the spring of 1906,
there were more than
250,000 sheep sheared in
the Valley County area. The
sheepwagon served its pur-
pose for 70 years on the

prairies. a

SPECIMENS OF FOSSILS « Many fossils of the numerous species of prehistoric animals that roamed present Valley
County 100 million years ago are found every year. A 30 foot vertebrae of the Plesio-  Ziages &y .

saur is on display. %l

NAMING MILK RIVER « Lewis and Clark, the first whitemen in present Valley
County, named the largest northern tributary of the Missouri “Milk River,” noting that
its water had “the colour of a cup of tea with the admixture of a tablespoonful of milk.”

INDIAN ARTIFACTS - When the first white men arrived in present Vailey County,
the land was the hunting grounds of the nomadic Assiniboine Indians. The Wetsit
Collection includes fabulous Indian artifacts and the Wetsit tipi made from 23 elk hides.

THE LAST HUNT « Shortly after white man’s horse was introduced to the plains
Indians, the men of the hunting tribes became skilled horsemen as depicted in Georgia Montfort

no more than

s action packed “Last
Hunt” diorama. clusters of tents

y L) along the railroad
Early 1800 to 1880’s

gan to grow into

the present day
town. Busi-
nesses and pro-
fessions devel-
oped. Opheim
General Store,

OLD EORT PECK « A number of “forts™ were erccted along the southemn
border of Valley County during the fur trade days. Old Fort Peck was established
in the mid-1860"s and served as a trading prost and Indian agency until 1877. A
diorama of old Fort Peck is featured.

THE BUEFALO BONE TRADE + Present Valley County abounded in buffalo

ey ﬂ before the final slaughter in the 1880’s.
The abandoned carcasses left on the prai-
ries to rot produced thousands of tons of
bones that were later gathered for com-
mercial use.

THE CATTLEMEN «  Thousands of cattle were trailed into present Valley
County in the 1880's to graze on the rich grasses of the late buffalo :maw The
chuckwagon and stone cart made the trip up the Texas Trail. NV
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FARLY — DAY BUSINESSES « At first Glasgow was

Hinsdale
Doctor’s Office,
Lustre Post Of-
fice, and the
Frazer Barber
Shop are dis-
played.




